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ing industry receipts grew from $2.3 million in 1990 to over
$3.5 million in 2002.  
by hotels, motels, and other lodging establishments in Madi-
son County have risen from less than one million dollars in
the mid-80s to just under $2 million annually more recently.
Lodging labor earnings also are generally expanding in
Beaverhead County, rising from less than one million dol-
lars in 1990 to about $1.8 million in 2000. Labor earnings
for eating and drinking establishments have risen, reaching
$2.2 million in 2000 in Madison and $2.5 million in
Beaverhead.  Workers employed by amusement and recre-
ation service providers earned $1.3 million in Madison in
2000, up considerably from levels of one million or less
annually prior to 1997. These workers earnings also are up
in Beaverhead County, totaling about $1 million annually
in recent years. Trends in a variety of sub-sectors heavily
influenced by travel and tourism related activity indicate
that this is largely a gradually expanding segment of the
area economy.

Studies by the University of Montana’s Institute for Tour-
ism and Recreation Research (ITRR) have estimated that
roughly $1.5 billion is spent statewide by nonresidents vis-
iting Montana. This is about $1,740 for every resident of
the state. Little data has been prepared at the county level,
although ITRR recently prepared a research report on tour-
ism potential in Beaverhead County. Using survey data on
nonresident visitation in Montana for 1998, the report con-
cluded:

• In 1998 over 3.8 million travel groups visited Montana
and, of those, approximately 500,000 (13 percent) trav-
eled through Beaverhead County.

• In Beaverhead County nonresident visitors spent about
$18.6 million or about $2,072 per county resident. Non-
resident travel groups to Beaverhead County tended to
spend at least one night there on average, spent an av-
erage of $90 per day while in Montana and stayed an
average of 4 nights in the state.

• Travelers to Beaverhead County tended to stay in Mon-
tana longer than statewide and over half of these visi-
tors were in Montana for vacation, recreation, and/or
pleasure.

• Primary attractions for travelers to Beaverhead County
were the mountains, rivers, fishing, uncrowded areas,
and Glacier National Park (passing through to visit the
Park).

• Visitors to Beaverhead County spent most of their
money on fuel, lodging, and in restaurants and bars.

Source: Beaverhead County Explores Tourism Potential,
Institute for Tourism and Recreation Research, University
of Montana, January, 1999

Summary
The biggest contributions to area economic activity from
BLM management and land use in Beaverhead and Madi-
son Counties are largely tied to two major segments of the
area’s economy. The first is agriculture and use of BLM

Labor earnings by workers employed
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Figure 9

Area Lodging Industry Receipts


Source: Bed tax revenue data, Montana Dept. of Revenue 
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